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Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death 
to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and 
prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his 
Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.

The Paschal Candle is a remembrance to us that Jesus has died, but is risen. 
Please repeat after me:
God, we share in your light.
All: God, we share in your light.

The taper is lit.

Christ, yesterday and today. The beginning and the end. The Alpha and the Omega. 
All time belongs to Christ. And all ages. To Him be glory and power. 
Through every age, forever. Amen.

The Paschal Candle is lit. 

Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again.
Loving God, accept this Easter Candle. 
May it always dispel the darkness of the night. Amen.

Procession
All process into the large side of Sydnor Hall, chanting as we follow the Paschal Candle:

The Light of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.
The Light of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.
The Light of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.

All are seated for the singing of the Exsultet, an ancient chant of praise inspired by the light of Christ.

A reading from Matthew 28:1 - 10
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became 
like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are look-
ing for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the 
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place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, 
and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for 
you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Sudden-
ly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and wor-
shiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Response: Thanks be to God.

The Light of Christ
All sing, seated
The light of Christ has come into the world, the light of Christ has come into the world.
The light of Christ has come into our hearts, the light of Christ has come into our hearts.

A reading from Isaiah 60:19
You’ll have no more need of the sun by day  
   nor the brightness of the moon at night. 
God will be your eternal light,  
   your God will bathe you in splendor. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Response: Thanks be to God.

Spreading the Light

The Light of the Risen Christ has come into the World. He calls us each by name to come and 
share the light. 
Each child will be called forward by clergy to receive a candle lit from the Paschal Candle.

Instrumental Music

Moment of Silence and Reflection

A reading from Ephesians 5:8 - 10
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—for the 
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing 
to the Lord. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Response: Thanks be to God.



This Little Light of Mine
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine…

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine…

All around the world, I’m gonna let it shine…

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine…

During the singing each child will walk their candle back to the Paschal Candle.
May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star: the one Morning Star who never 
sets, Christ your Son, who, coming back from death’s domain, has shed his peaceful light on hu-
manity, and lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.

Let us boldly proclaim the Easter message. Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Response: The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia!

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
Response: And also with you.

The Preparation of the Gifts
Celebrant: All you have made is good. Your love continues forever.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant: The Lord is with us. 
People: God’s Spirit is here. 

The Celebrant continues
Look with kindness, O God, on your people gathered here before you. Send forth the power of 
your Spirit so that these gifts may become for us the Body and Blood of your beloved Son, Jesus, 
the Christ, in whom we have become your own.

Loving God, you are always thinking about your people. You never forget us. You sent your Son, 
Jesus, who gave his life for us and who came to forgive us and taught us to forgive each other.

On the very night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread and gave you thanks. He broke it and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this in remem-
brance of me.”



In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks. He gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Together
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
God of love, Spirit of compassion, bless us and this bread and wine.
May this meal be food and drink for our journey - renewing, sustaining, and making us whole.
When we eat this bread and drink from this cup we experience Jesus in our midst. 
The table is ready. All are welcome. Come, for the feast is spread.

Together
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All Who Seek a Closer Relationship with God are Invited to Receive Communion
Please follow the directions of the ushers on when to come forward.  
Please form two lines down the center aisle and return around the back of the chairs.  
Normally, persons receive the bread in their hands crossed with the palms up, consume it, and then re-
ceive from the chalice. Some may choose to receive by intinction, that is, dipping the bread wafer in the 
wine. If you do not choose to receive communion but would like a blessing, 
please cross your arms across your chest to ask for a blessing. 

Together
May we who have been your guests at this communion reveal your life to all the world. May 
we be no longer your servants, but know your will, and be your friends. You give us your life, 
may we be worthy of it; You give us yourself, may we embody you. Amen.

Blessing



You are the Vine
You are the Vine, we are the branches, keep us abiding in You.
You are the Vine, we are the branches, keep us abiding in You. 
And we’ll go (echo) and we’ll go in your love, 
And we’ll go (echo) in Your name
That the world will surely know that You 
have power to heal and to save.

We are Marching in the Light of God
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching, marching, we are marching in the light of God.
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